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Sarah Hayes left our employ on 6th December following a through documented handover with the working group. We have since been operating a “skeleton” service, based around our regular monthly activities (the coffee morning and Bishopswood Lunch). Karen Chinn and Bob Puzey have been manning the phone to respond to service users’ ad-hoc requests.

A summary of services provided in this period include:
1. Hosting of the annual Christmas Soiree (with thanks to Guy and Sheila Pulfer)
1. Transport for:
1. A funeral
1. Coffee mornings
1. Bishopswood lunches
1. Health appointments
1. Car servicing
1. Advertisement of Age UK Christmas lunch
1. Provision of two coffee mornings
1. Five social visits
1. Early stage recruitment of a new volunteer

Regarding funding, we have received a generous donation of £1000 from the Howling Bull run, for which we are extremely grateful. This will go towards the budget for the next financial year. Bob Puzey has also made an application to the National Lottery which we should be able to report back on next time. We are also following up on other grants that we believe to be available to us.

We are now at the stage of considering how best to replace Ms Hayes and have invited our volunteers to attend a meet and greet with the working group on the 7th February so that we can receive their input on this matter and to understand what assistance they are able to provide in the future.   

We are also fortunate to have received an offer of help on the working group from a parishioner, Bridget Vine, who has experience working at Age UK and whose input will be invaluable.

