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New Chairman’s opening remarks simon Kindler

May | take this opportunity to introduce myself as the new
Chairman of your Parish Council. My name is Simon Kinder, and
my wife and | settled in the area some 5 years ago when | retired
from the Armed Forces.

It is an honour to be selected as Chairman of the Parish Council,
I'm sure you will all join me in thanking Frank Myers for all his hard
work and diligence during the many years he has held the post. k

These are challenging times and your Parish Council is working hard to keep abreast of
the many changes to services being introduced by Herefordshire Council. As | write this,
a preferred bidder has been selected for the new Highways contract starting in
September and, in anticipation of the remedial work promised at the start of the contract,
the Parish Council has taken the initiative to catalogue all the potholes and road defects
that affect the roads within the Parish. This will enable use to present the new Contractor
with a composite list of defects at the start of the contract, and keep track of progress on
your behalf.

In addition, the Parish Council has engaged with Herefordshire Council over the
planning policies now proposed in the draft local plan, the 'Core Strategy 2011-31'. These
proposals will directly affect the look and nature of new development within Walford
Parish, and it is vitally important that we not only protect your interests, but also that we
clearly understand what the needs and wishes of the residents and businesses within the
Parish are. To this end, the Parish Council's work on Neighbourhood Plan is vitally
important as this will provide all residents within the Parish with the opportunity to shape
planning policy. Our progress with the Neighbourhood Plan is described later in this
Newsletter, and | urge you to not only read about what is going on but also to get
involved.

Finally, have a very good summer. We live in a beautiful part of the world and there can
be few places where better to enjoy the whimsy of the British weather.

Parish Projects

There are no significant updates to report on any Parish Projects, other than the Kerne
Bridge Canoe Launch Site:

“Herefordshire Council are considering alternative ways of delivering the Countryside
Service which will almost inevitably mean a more business focused approach to managing
the various assets. Kerne Bridge does represent a potential financial opportunity and the
Cabinet Member for Major Contracts and the Director for Places and Communities are of
the view that we should retain Kerne Bridge Picnic site within the Countryside Service
portfolio until such time as we have clarification as to how the service will be delivered in

”
the future. Rob Hemblade - Parks, Countryside and Leisure Development Manager
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Information supplied by

Wa rd co un Ci I I ors Re pO rt Ward Councillor John Jarvis

Recently | was delighted to attend the opening of the new Robert

Pashley wing at Walford School — built in partnership between
the School and Herefordshire Council. The ceremony was
presided over by Lady Darnley, Lord-Lieutenant of Herefordshire
and showed how lucky the people of Walford are to have such a
wonderful school under the headship of Miss George.

The progress being made on the Walford Parish Neighbourhood
Plan is impressive and needs your support and input , so please

get involved. Ward Councillor

John Jarvis

County wide much has been happening; due to massive cuts in our funding by Central
Government we are having to look at new ways of doing things. This means we need to
look at how we run Libraries, not closing them, but making sure we all help by
volunteering and making sure the opening times are regulated. We need everyone in the
county at this time to work together to help us run services as best we can.

** Vacancy on Walford Parish Council **

A vacancy has arisen in the Office of Parish Councillor on Walford Parish Council.

The vacancy can be filled in either of the following ways:

Any Parishioner who is interested in becoming a Parish Councillor may be lawfully
co-opted onto the Parish Council, without the need for a formal election. The
vacancy can be filled in this way, in accordance with the Local Elections (Parishes &
Communities) Rules 1986. This would be done by interested parties attending a
Parish Council meeting, at which they would give a presentation on why they wish to
become a Councillor. If there is more than one candidate, the Parish Council take a
democratic vote, the outcome of which would determine the successful candidate.

It is the democratic right of the Electorate to request an Election and if 10 or more
Parishioners write to Herefordshire Council, calling for an Election by 23rd July, the
Electoral Services Office will inform the Parish Council. If more than one candidate is
standing, an Election will be held. The Election would take place no later than
Wednesday 25th September, taking the form of a proper Election, with canvassing,
polling station, ballot papers and returning officer. NB: This option is likely to cost the
Parish Council (and by default the Parishioners) in the region of £2,000.

If an Election is not requested, any interested parties will be able to make their
representations to the Parish Council at their meeting on 11th September, for
consideration, to be co-opted onto the Council and the successful candidate will
continue to serve as a co-opted member until the next 4 yearly Election is held. 3



nationalg rid Cable Replacement Works

National Grid would like to thank local people for their continued patience while it
works to improve the national electricity network running through the area. The work
being carried out will ensure that this part of the network continues to function
effectively for decades to come. The work remains on schedule and we will have
completed installing the new cable by the end of this year.

We will start our reinstatement programme in July 2013 in areas along the route where
our work is complete. The work will result in us returning the environment to the
condition it was in before we started the project and will involve us filling in the areas
where we’ve been excavating and carrying out a comprehensive replanting programme.
If anyone would like to find out more about National Grid’s work, please call our
community relations team on 0800 073 1047. The line is available 7am — 7pm seven
days a week.

Neighbourhood Development Plan Clirs Berry & Kinder

Since April 2012, local communities are able to lead in the future planning of their
area through the preparation of Neighbourhood Development Plans. Whereas
Herefordshire Council has led plan making in the past, Neighbourhood Development
Plans will carry legal weight and be adopted provided they receive at least a 50% yes
vote in a public referendum.

Walford Parish Council elected to produce a Neighbourhood Plan in late 2012.
Although the Parish Council Neighbourhood Planning Committee are doing a large part
of the preparatory work, the plan has to be owned by the Parish community and be a
reflection of their aims and aspirations. To this end, The Parish Council will be arranging
various public events and sending out a questionnaire later this year in order to prepare
the Walford Neighbourhood Plan. It will then be submitted to Herefordshire Council
where it will be checked for legal compliance, independently checked and then
submitted to the Parish for referendum.

The Parish Council have recently commented on Herefordshire Council’s latest plan,
the draft Core Strategy 2011 — 2031, as there were some issues that we felt were
prejudicial to future planning in the Parish. We understand that a revised document will
be produced towards the end of June that hopefully will be more flexible.

In the meantime the Neighbourhood Planning Committee have been taking steps to
move the Parish’s project forward. By the time you read this we will have held a further
Committee meeting, to which the public are invited, in which proposals for taking the
work forward and a project plan will have been discussed and hopefully agreed, to be
approved by the Parish Council, at their next meeting. In particular, we are currently
preparing the questionnaire aimed at understanding your needs and wishes over a
range of planning options, which we propose to distribute in October.
YOUR RESPONSE TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE IS VITALLY IMPORTANT as work elsewhere
on Neighbourhood Plans has already shown that if there is sufficient weight of local
opinion, the Neighbourhood Plan can take precedence in setting planning policy.

This is your opportunity to shape how Walford will develop. PLEASE GET INVOLVED ,



Please send any local reports to:

R |ghts Of Way rightsofway.officer@walford-pc.org.uk

URGENT: WE NEED YOUR HELP — Please contact us!

Walford Parish Council are part of the P3
Partnership Scheme, which entails receiving a yearly
grant from Herefordshire Council, to maintain our
large network of Rights of Way within the Parish.

One of the conditions of the agreement is that the
Parish Council guarantee to walk / inspect the 26km
of footpaths twice a year.

It is proving impossible for our very dedicated Rights of Way Officer (who works full time)
to carry out this task alone and this is currently holding up the grant award for 2013-14.

We know that many of you enjoy your local footpaths, walking your dogs, or just
yourselves and are appealing for parishioners who wish to help keep the network of
footpaths in good order, to come forward and volunteer to walk / inspect paths in their
area, to help us meet the grant criteria. Please let us know if you can help, ASAP.

Please send any local reports to:

The Lengthsman report lengthsman.coordinator@walford-pc.org.uk

Since the last Newsletter, the Lengthsman has
carried out the following work:

Cleared drains at the top of Bishopswood

Cleared rubbish from Bishopswood Hall overflow
car park

Cleaned Bus Shelters at Bishopswood and Bulls
Hill

Cleared Grips and drains at the top of
Bishopswood, from the stores up to Howle Hill
Rodded drains to clear blockages

Cleaned Coughton bus shelter

Cleared drain at the bottom of Sharman Pitch
Cleared drains from top of Leys Hill to Bulls Hill
bus stop

Cleaned Bishopswood bus stop

Cleared footway opposite Bishopswood Hall car
park

Cleared grips and drains halfway up Sharman Pitch

Cleaned around bus shelter at Howle Hill and around the monument

Cut grass from Vine Tree Inn to Bollin Farm

General clearance of footways and cutting back of overhanging branches



Bishopswood Women’s Institute Informtion Suppied by

FRIDAY JULY 12t At 6-30pm
The speaker will be Averil Kear, a member of the Forest of Dean History Society who will
talk on 'Early Dean' The Industrial History of the Forest

FRIDAY AUGUST 9t At 6-30pm
There will be a talk on the Donkey Sanctuary.

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 13th At 6-30pm
Carole Dowding will tell amusing tales about learning to fly a helicopter in a talk entitled
'Whirlybird'

During the past three months members of the Institute have been involved in the
following:

In May we sponsored and provided a display of flowers at Bishopswood Church Flower
Festival.

In June we provided the refreshments and manned the stall at Jump Start jumble sale.
We provided goods and set up the Ross Group Exhibition in the Herefordshire Women's
Institute tent at this years Three Counties Show.

We have a craft meeting on the Wednesday after our meeting starting at 7-30pm in the
Committee room at Bishopswood Hall.

All our meetings take place at Bishopswood Village Hall when visitors would be made
most welcome by our friendly group.

Information Supplied by

Walford Pre-School Playgroup Elaine Sandford

Walford Pre-School Playgroup is a registered charity based at Walford Village Hall. We
provide childcare for families in the area for children aged between 2 years 9 months and
5 years old. Our main priority is to provide an excellent early years education that enables
our children to learn and explore through play, in a friendly and safe environment.

We held an OPEN DAY on Friday 28 June 2013, for those with children or grandchildren
of pre-school age.

Each day our children are presented with an exciting array of activities from baking,
biking, gardening, painting and many more besides, while our highly qualified staff
oversees all aspect of the children’s development.

Walford Pre-School Playgroup children normally start the term of their 3 birthday, so if
you have children or grandchildren, who are of pre-school age, please come along and
see us for yourselves.

For more information, please see our website: www.walfordpreschoolplaygroup.co.uk or
contact our Play Leader, Sara Jones on 01989 566979 or during sessions on 07765
005871. 6
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DEMOCRACY FIRST — You can make a difference

Are you worried about how changes in services will affect those living in your local
area?

Would you like to take a more active role within your community?

Over the past year we have seen increasing opportunities for Parish and Town Councils
to take more responsibility for the running of their communities. Herefordshire is 100%
parished which means that the infrastructure is in place for everyone to play a part.

This means YOU! You can make a difference!!

Herefordshire Association of Local Councils (HALC) is currently running a project funded
through Vital Herefordshire LEADER programme, which encourages people to work
more closely with their Town and Parish Councils for the benefit of their local area.

The project offers information, training and support for Town and Parish Councils and
for local people who would like to get more involved in their communities.

If you would like to be more involved in the work of your Town/Parish Council, either by
putting yourself forward to become a Councillor, or by simply working closer together
then the Democracy First project can help you to achieve that.

If you would like more information, or for a friendly,
informal chat please contact Lynda Wilcox, Chief
Executive, HALC on the Democracy First Information line

H The European Agricultural Fund
01432 355701 or by email on for Rural Dovelopment. Europs
Lynda@halchereford.gov.uk Investing inurel ereas

Walford Relief In Need Charity

Charity Commission Reg. No 511867

The Walford Relief in Need Charity was set up in 1984 for the purpose of assisting
residents of the parish of Walford who may be in need, hardship or distress whether
financial or otherwise. The parish of Walford comprises the settlements of Bishopswood,
Coughton, Deep Dean, Hom Green and Walford

The objective is to assist where there are gaps in statutory provision which may be filled
by charitable services or facilities or to help where there is need but statutory benefits are
not being received. The scheme gives the Trustees a wide choice in the sort of relief the
Charity can award providing the need is clear

If you are a Walford parishioner and think you qualify under the above criteria, or know
of someone who may qualify, please apply in writing with details by the 315t August 2013
To :The Correspondent to the Trustees, Walford Relief in Need Charity, c/o The Clerk,
Walford Parish Council, Rose Cottage, Coughton, Ross on Wye, HR9 5SF

Your request will be treated in the strictest confidence and all applications will be
considered at a meeting of the Charity Trustees to be held shortly after the closing date
above. 7



WYE V A LLEY AO N B Information supplied by Bridget Vine

The Wye Valley AONB unit in Monmouth is responsible for the administration of the
AONB and arranges a series of events, courses and walks throughout the year in the
AONB area. These are advertised in the latest edition of the quarterly ‘Picturesque’
Newsletter and also on the website

The first action packed 2 year scheme for the Youth Rangers project is coming to an
end and is currently recruiting a new group to start in Sept 2013. This 2 year project will
offer, free of charge, to 15 young people, aged 14-16 years and who live in the
WVAONB, the opportunity to explore the natural landscape and industrial heritage of
the AONB area and learn a range of new skills. The group will gain experience in a
programme of activities such as kayaking, caving, film making, archaeology, bushcraft,
ecology, rural skills and conservation work. With the support and training from
dedicated staff and volunteers they will gain access to some of the most beautiful and
interesting parts of the AONB landscape, face personal challenges, gain insight,
inspiration and motivation.

If you think you would be interested, or for more details, then please contact the
WVAONB Office

The Wye Valley Heritage book — this comprehensive guide to the heritage, historic
landscape and important sites in the Wye Valley between Ross and Chepstow was
launched in March. As one of the earliest areas to industrialise, the Wye Valley was at
the cutting edge of Britain’s industrial development over two hundred years before the
industrial revolution and also saw the first tourism trips for visitors seeking the
Picturesque and the glorious Wye countryside. This lavishly illustrated book opens the
door for the reader into a fascinating historical past with stories, paintings, poetry and
photographs and, priced £7.50p, is available from local booksellers or the WVAONB
Office

Planning for The Wye Valley River Festival 2014 is now well under way with AONB staff
having consulted with over 450 individuals and groups and having attended over 52
meetings up and down the Wye Valley AONB area. The AONB unit want to involve all
the organisations, associations, parish, town and community councils in designing a
festival that will be for and about the towns and villages along the Wye. If you want
your organisation to become involved then contact the WV AONB Office

Further information about the WVAONB, the events, activities and volunteering to help
the unit can be obtained by contacting the WVAONB Administration Officer on Tel No =
01600 713977 or by looking on the Website = www.wyevalleyaonb.org.uk

QD
Hope’s Y-Team Chair needs you “Jfo_ M,I

Your local charity, Hope Support Services, are asking for your help to get behind your
community star, Ben Ray. Over the last year, eighteen year old Ben’s contribution to his
community has been outstanding. He needs your support to help him take the next step,
helping wider international communities.
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Ben joined the Hope Y-Team in 2011 as Vice Chair and, in 2012, was chosen as Chair. In
his time with the charity he has thrown himself into each and every task — taking a
leading role in Hope’s ‘Can’t Cook, Won’t Cook’ event, fundraising, mentoring other
young people at the youth sessions and delivering school assemblies to spread the word
about Hope.

On top of his vital role with Hope, Ben recently won second place in the Lion’s Silver
Young Ambassador Award, is a leader for Walford’s Beavers, is a Diana award holder,
holds the title of Herefordshire’s Young Poet Laureate and is studying hard for his A-
levels.

Ben would now like to take his community spirit to an international level and take part
in John Kyrle High School’s annual trip to Uganda. The young people embrace this
different culture and distribute mosquito nets at the local health centre, as well as help
teach lessons at John Kyrle’s partner school.

To fund this trip Ben needs to raise over £1000. He is looking for a part-time job or any
odd jobs to enable him to do this.

“Ben is often described as a ‘very considerate young man’ and during his time with
Hope he has taken hold of his responsibilities with both hands. He helps lead the Y-Team
with enthusiasm and sensitivity,” said Sue Trevethan, Hope’s founder and CEO. “Hope is a
community-based charity and as such we believe in the power of the community. Ben
has given so much to his own community - this is why we would like to help in whatever
way we can to enable him reach his own personal goal.”

If you would like to help Ben, please phone the Hope office on 01989 566317 or contact
us on www.facebook.com/hopesupport

COBREY FARM OPEN DAY Information supplied by

Clir Terry Snow

One of the delights of living in a village such as Walford is being surrounded by active
farming, which would be a mystery if it were not for our farmers giving us an invitation to
an open day view their set ups. Last year it was Eric Drummond’s Homme Farm and this
year we were invited to John Chinn’s Cobrey Farm.

Cobrey Farm is reputed to be the largest Asparagus supplier in the UK with millions of
the tasty green shoots being supplied to all the big name supermarkets as well as
wholesalers and the catering trade.

But that’s not all , visitors were shown interesting varieties of rhubarb and a vast crop of
blueberries which would ripen later this summer (whenever that arrives).

Visitors to Cobrey Farm in June were viewing
life in high season, where the sheer scale of
the set up was outstanding.

The work force involved in picking, then
packaging the produce to strict procedure to
ensure freshness, was huge. Being stared at
by a large gathering of visitors did not disturb
the workforce one bit. They had work to do
and that was that!
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Wa Ifo rd Vi I Ia ge H a I | Information supplied by Councillor Terry Snow

The Hall rather begs for a full-house notice, like a boarding house "No Vacancies", to be
hung on the notice board. This is virtually our situation as the main hall is booked every
day except for a few Saturdays, which seems to be the favourite day for parties of which
we get our full share, especially children's.

One interesting booking request came through the other day from a group of young
people who wanted to hold a skating party! Roller skates! Now there's a thought! Our
regular dancers who twice a week glide round the floor would bombard us with
complaints should we ever allow anyone to emboss skaters' patterns on "their precious
floor". Not exactly Blackpool Ballroom Floor standard but not bad for a village. The
dancers have been with us for years and pay great attention to the state of the floor and
ensure that we the Committee do as well.

With this active use of the Hall, maintenance has to be constant. Keeping an eye on a
large white painted wooden outer is but one requirement as it is one of our major
expenditure items. It has just been given a refresher so should not pose a problem for a
few years hopefully! With that done we now look to other projects being undertaken at
the time of writing.

The big one is the founding of a Children's Play Area for which a section of our field has
been mapped out to give a safe zone for youngsters and their parents to expend time
and energy. This project currently is in the hands of the County Planning authorities so
nothing can progress until they make comment/approve our plans. It's in the queue at
least.

Looking further afield the Hall now has facilities for businesses or individuals to use
computer equipment which together with some projection gear makes it ideal for
presentations. If we can help small businesses or just people who would like occasional
use of a computer well it is there for them. And it's free! Dave Berry 01989 564005 is the
man to contact, as he is our Guardian of equipment.

So that's it for this edition.

B i S h (o) pswood Vi I Iage H a I I Information supplied by Chris Puzey

Life at Bishopswood Village Hall continues to be fairly busy — a working party of about a
dozen locals met up one evening last month to tidy the grounds, tend the shrubberies and
then enjoy a barbecue as a reward for their efforts. A similar evening is planned for next
month — 11t July — to complete the task. Volunteers always welcome.

A new Yoga class has been added to our already full schedule of regular events, this one is
on Thursday evenings. Full details will be on our website shortly — www.BVHonline.co.uk

There was a great variety of acts for Bishopswood’s Got Talent in April, from dancers to a
stand up comedian, singers, comedy acts - and it was exciting to see young talent on
show from the area.

There was an exhibition of work by local artists in the foyer — which proved to be so 10



popular that it has been decided to make it a permanent feature, it has the added
advantage of brightening up the foyer space as well as publicising local artists.

Preparation is now underway for the 3 Bishopswood Panto — this will be performed in
March 2014. The script has been chosen and now the unenviable task of assigning parts
is underway.......cccceeeeeeenen.

Register for our monthly newsletter with news of all events in and around Bishopswood
by sending an email to info@BVHonline.co.uk

St Michael and All Angels Church wformation supplied by

RECENT EVENTS: The Parish of St Michael and All Angels’ church has seen a busy month.
On a chilly day at the end of May some of our stoic parishioners manned a produce stall
in Ross-on-Wye providing preserves, cakes, asparagus, strawberries and many more
goodies. We raised just over £500 towards church funds. Thanks to all who contributed
items and most importantly to those who gave up their time.

Following this success came a sunnier day for the Open Farm Sunday hosted by the Chinn
family at Cobrey Farms on Sunday 9t June. This event drew around 350 people from the
surrounding area who enjoyed farm and packhouse tours, skittles, face painting and
delicious bacon and asparagus baps. All this plus another produce sale raised over £1800
for the funds. A remarkable achievement and a huge thanks to all those who made it
happen.

The vicarage played host to around 40 people for a Fathers’ day barbecue on Sunday 16t
June which was a great success, and some even braved the showers in true British fashion
to enjoy the day outside.

ONGOING EVENTS INCLUDE:

Paddle and praise where mums and young children come together on a monthly basis for
a swim, a sing-song, a little bible story, snacks and a creative activity. Please contact
Wendy Alston (mandwalston@btinternet.com) for more information

'Walford Coffee time' from 10:30 - 12 at the vicarage every Tuesday, and hosted by a
different person in their home each month.

Bible Study Group which meets in the Vicarage every other Thursday evening 7:30 - 9pm.
SERVICES: Matins (9:30am)

2" Sunday: Parish Communion (9:30am)

34 Sunday: Evensong (6:30pm)

4t Sunday : Family Service (coffee served beforehand at 10:45am and the service starting
at 11:15am)

Harvest Festival will take place on the 29t September at 9:30am.

We are about to start up a new service called Fountains@4 to be held on the first Sunday
of the month, alternating between St Michael’s, Walford and St Mary's, Ross. The first
one will take place on the 1%t September, 4pm in Walford. The services are designed to be
very informal, both in content and in the styles of music and song. Coffee, tea and cake
will be included!

Please call Laurence Mathew at the Vicarage for more information on any of the events
or services, 01989 769692. 11



Information supplied by

All Saints Church — Bishopswood Carol Pimblett

'Breakfast in Bishopswood' continues on the 1st Sunday of each month. At the Village
Hall from 9.30 to 10.45 followed at 11.15 by a short Service of Worship. Come and fill
your boots, read the Sunday papers, chat with friends - Everyone always welcome! July
7th / 4th August / 6th October

Please note ... due to the Hall being in use there will be NO BREAKFAST IN SEPTEMBER.
Cost £5

Annual Galloping Gourmet Lunch 21st July

The every popular event returns this year with four courses in four different locations.
Starts at Kerne Bridge, Mains at Leys Hill then to Bishopswood for

the dessert and cheese and biscuits. Cost for 4 courses is £15 per person. Please ring
Monica /or Heather at Wyeside Stores 01594 861493/860303 or Carol on 01989 565533
for menus and further details. Ticket only and pre-booking essential by Thursday 11th
July.

Songs of Praise Sunday 25th August

As part of the annual Bank Holiday events at Bishopswood Village Hall, The Berry Hill Band
will join us for our Songs of Praise. The service will commence at 3pm followed by
refreshments in the hall. Lets hope the weather holds out for us so that we can enjoy the
singing outdoors!

A Family Fun Day will take place in the afternoon of Monday 26th when we will have the
annual Duck Race followed by a BBQ and entertainment

in the evening by 'The Life of Riley' - back by popular demand after last years successful
evenings entertainment! Harvest Service in Church - October 13th 3pm

Watch out for further details of our next Musical Concert in Church at the end of
September. Date and details yet to be confirmed.

Walford Parish Council meetings schedule

7.30pm Full Council 10/07/13 Walford Village Hall

NO MEETING IN AUGUST N/A N/A

6.30pm Finance Committee 11/09/13 Bishopswood Village Hall
7.30pm Full Council

7.30pm Full Council 09/10/13 Walford Village Hall
6.30pm Finance Committee 13/11/13 Bishopswood Village Hall

7.30pm Full Council
7.30pm Full Council 11/12/13 Walford Village Hall

Clerk: Rose Cottage, Coughton Ross on Wye, Herefordshire, HR9 5SF.

Tel: 01989 562476 E mail: clerk@walford-pc.org.uk 9am-1pm & 2pm-5pm 12
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